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As we come to the close of another busy term, we would like to take a 
moment to congratulate all of our students for their continued hard work, 
determination, and resilience. The progress each of you has made, both 
academically and personally, is a testament to your dedication and will be 
seen in the reports when they come out in the New Year. Whether it’s 
achieving personal goals, overcoming challenges, or actively participating 
in school life, you should all be incredibly proud of the strides you've 
made. You will see a lot of evidence of this over the next few pages. Keep 
up the fantastic work, as every step forward is a step toward greater 
success. 

The close of the year also brings some changes, we will be running a 
revised timetable which you will all have received this was due to some 
staff changes that have occurred. This term has seen the appointment of 
two new Teaching assistants Paige and Erin, who have made a great 
start.  

At the end of term we are sadly saying good bye to some staff - Gemma 
Benbow, Tony Pau and Lorraine Ambler, I would like to thank them for all 
their hard work and wish them well in their next adventures. Staff leaving 
means new staff join and we welcome Eleanor Scanlon and Kristian 
Clarke in January who I am sure will be fantastic additions to the 
Batchwood staff team. 

As we look forward to the new year, we wish everyone a restful break 
filled with joy, relaxation and good times. May you return in January 
feeling refreshed and ready to embrace the opportunities ahead. We are 
excited for the growth and achievements to come in the next term. 
Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and productive New Year. Let’s 
continue to support one another and make 2025 another year of great 
accomplishments! 

 

Ross Whitaker 



 

 Attendance Matters 
 

Congratulations to our most improved attendance students: Kara C Y10 and 
Dantae C-P Y8 

They have made incredible strides in improving their attendance between last 
Summer term and this Autumn term.  Their hard work and consistency set a 
great example for others to follow. Keep up the excellent work. 

We understand that sometimes our students may face challenges that make regular 
school attendance difficult. They might have poor sleep patterns or heightened anxiety. 
They could be worrying about an upcoming test or a Repair with a teacher. Maybe they 
have friendship issues that have spilled over from the day before or from an online 
exchange. 

We want you to know that we are here to help. If your child is experiencing any difficulties 
that are affecting their ability to attend school, please reach out to their form tutor, the 
attendance lead, or a member of our pastoral team. We’re committed to resolving these 
issues before they become larger barriers to attendance and learning. 

Regular school attendance helps prepare young people for adulthood and is key to 
supporting positive outcomes – not only academic achievement, but good school 
attendance also contributes to better long-term economic and social opportunities, as well 
as improved mental health and well-being. 

Let's work together to ensure every student has the support they need to succeed. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Student Achievements  
 

Business Studies 
 
Arlo B in year 11 achieved a grade 9 in 
his Business Studies Mock papers. Arlo 
has shown a flair in Business Studies and 
has put a huge effort into his lesson work, 
home learning and revision. You can see 
the impact of his attitude to his learning 
both inside and out of school. Well done 
Arlo for this incredible feat, it is very much 
deserved! 
 

Sports 

Well done to year 7 completed their Unit Award Scheme Certification in Basic Ball End Skills. 

The girl’s netball team played a game against Townsend school, and won 2-1! Everyone played an amazing 
game and worked so hard for each other. After half term there will be more games. 

The girl’s basketball game against St Luke’s, was a great game and the girls won 23-3. The first girls 
basketball in a couple of years, and the girls were a credit to the school. 

We also had a boys basketball game of mixed year groups. All the students worked well together as a team 
and the boys in the upper years supported those in the younger years.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Work Gallery 
 

 

Snowman made by Rebecca (Y10). 
Rebecca made all elements of the 
snowman, including crocheting the hat 
and scarf! 

Well done to Rebecca! 



 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above are some pictures of the bricklaying skills Austin (Y10) has been learning at his 
alternative provision. Austin has been really enjoying his course and as you can see 
from the work he has done, has really excelled! Well done to Austin! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bushcraft and Forest School Deer 
Sightings 
 

Graham took students to visit the Deer during the Rut, at Knebworth during their Bushcraft and Forest school 
lessons.  The students were able to see Britain’s largest land mammal the Red Deer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

School bake sale 19th December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Important Diary Dates  
 
 

 December 2024 

18th -   Panto whole school trip  
19th-   Christmas Dinner  
19th-   Reports out to parents/carers 
20th-   Christmas Show  
20th-   End of Term (early finish) 
 

 January 2025 

 6th-   Term starts (all years) 
14th-   Options evening 6pm start  
14th-   Parents evening 6.30pm (Y9 and 11) 
 

 February 2025 

17th-   Half term week 
24th-   Term starts (all years) 
 

 February 2025 

4th-   Final day of spring term 
22nd-   Term starts (all years) 
 


