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Welcome to our May edition of the school newsletter.  The school has been busy 
this month tackling key issues with our key Stage 4 students on contraception and 
then drugs and alcohol.  These are big topics to tackle with teenagers at any type 
of school.  The feedback from the presenters of the courses were that our 
students were impeccable in their behaviour, questioning and engagement.  So 
thank you students for your conduct in these important sessions, as well as 
hopefully, your learning and understanding will have grown too. 
 
This month, we start our GCSE exams.  Year 11 students have been well prepared 
with 2 sets of mock exams in both December and March.  They have grown 
accustomed to their exam rooms and exam seating.  We wish all year 11’s the 
best of luck.  They will do well.  
 

Finally, the timetable for next academic year starts after the summer ½-term 
break this term.  This will give year 9’s an extra ½ term to start their key Stage 4 
courses instead of waiting to September. This should be reflected in even better 
results at the end of their year 11.   
 
 
 

 

  
  
  
Jonathan Kemp 

 



 

Autism in Schools Program  
 

 

Batchwood School is pleased to be taking part in the Autism in schools programme 
(led by NHS England).  

Many thanks to those of you who completed the online survey regarding Autism in 
schools. 

As a follow up on the surveys a focus group has been set up where you as parents and 
carers can share your views and experiences in more depth with other parents and 
carers. This will provide an environment for the mutual exchange of information, 
learning and ideas in a reflective and safe space. The focus group will be facilitated by 
an HCPi Representative. 

Please note that all are welcome to attend the focus group and it is not only open to 
those who completed the online questionnaire. 

Please see details below. 
Batchwood - Autism in Schools Parent/Carer Online Focus Group 
Wed, Jun 8, 2022 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (BST) 
https://meet.goto.com/616318549 

 
If you wish to attend this focus group meeting (you can still attend if you didn't complete a survey) 
please email steph@hertsparentcarers.org.uk. Please also feel free to email me with any other 
questions regarding this project. 

Thanks  

Jo Murphy  

SENCo 

Fun Fact! 
All of our students are placed into different house groups, these groups are a mix of students 
from different year groups. Our house teams are called: Parks, Pankhurst, Attenborough and 
Hawking. Do you recognize any of these names? 

https://meet.goto.com/616318549
mailto:kerry@hertsparentcarers.orguk


 

 

Batchwood In Pictures  
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 Home Learning 
 

 

 

Some pictures from Batchwood’s House Competition Tuesday 10th May 2022 

Students took part in 4 different activities to win points for their house team. 
Pankhurst won! 

All students at Batchwood are set home learning to complete. Home learning is always 
available to access on Google Classroom. Google Classrooms is easily accessible from your 
students Chromebooks that have been provided by the school. It is important for our 
students to continue their learning at home, so that they are able to practice their newly 
learnt skills helping to embed the learning.  Home learning is set weekly. 



 

Keeping Our School 
Community Safe 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading For Pleasure 
 

 

 

 

Well done to 8C who logged the most minutes on Myon, our online 
reading site, last half term! Myon can be accessed at home and 
recommends books individually, based on interests and reading 
ages. Myon has the option for books to be read to the students too, 
if they would prefer! Why not log in and read, or even listen to a 
book together? 
 

At Batchwood we are proud 
to have two Assistant 
Psychologists onsite, 
providing much needed 
support for our students 
and staff. Jasmine Selby and 
Monica Czarnoka have been 
hosting therapy sessions 
with some of our pupils on a 
weekly basis. Recently 
Jasmine and Monica 
delivered a very important 
staff training session on self 
harm and the poster (left) 
has been placed around 
school. These numbers and 
websites are useful tools 
and helplines for dealing 
with self harm and other 
mental health issues. Shout 
and Samaritans can be 
accessed by people of any 
age, who need to talk, not 
just Batchwood students.  

We also have access to 
external councellors who 
visit the school and students 
once a week.  

ASSISTANT 
PSYCHOLOGISTS 



 
 

School Council- Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Has the school improved?  
2. Trip Ideas  
3. Interviews  
4. Any Other business (AOB)  

  
Points of Order  

  
1. The students  thought that the school has improved – including the new      
 building  

The schoolwork is getting better; the staff are becoming more helpful and 
understanding.  
Most of students think that the new foods at break times are much better.  
  
  

2. Trip ideas: Swimming, theatres, escape rooms, paintballing, national parks,   
 tours of stadiums, trampoline parks, jump city, bowling, jungle gyms, more 
 theme parks.  

Students think that residential trips might be good to go again to show 
students different activities that they might never have seen before.  
  

3. Students were excited to be a part of the interview process again when it 
 happens and are looking forward to asking questions to the interviewees.  

  
4. A.O.B – The students asked about making the basketball court bigger and 
 level, and having more places around the school so students can sit down 
 during breaks and lunches.  

 



 

 

Student Work and 
Achievements  
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 
7C were the form group with the best attendance half term and won a trip out as a 
form. Each half term the attendance of each form is calculated and the winner gets 
to go on a trip of the forms choice. All you have to do is be IN school to be in with a 
chance.  

When a student has been in school all week they are put into a raffle to win a £5 
amazon voucher. You have to be in, to win! 

Batchwood 
Girls football 
team had a 
fantastic 
tournament. 5 
games won and 
no goals were 
conceded! 
Fantastic effort! 



 

Family Time – Riddles! 
Congratulations to Anthony for winning the £10 Amazon voucher for last month’s crossword. 

 

1. Riddle: What has to be broken before you can use it? 

2. Riddle: I’m tall when I’m young, and I’m short when I’m old. What am I? 

3. Riddle: What month of the year has 28 days? 

4. Riddle: What is full of holes but still holds water? 

5. Riddle: What question can you never answer yes to? 

6. Riddle: What is always in front of you but can’t be seen? 

7. Riddle: There’s a one-story house in which everything is yellow. Yellow walls, yellow doors, 

yellow furniture. What colour are the stairs? 

8. Riddle. What can you break, even if you never pick it up or touch it? 

9. Riddle: What goes up but never comes down? 

10. Riddle: A man who was outside in the rain without an umbrella or hat didn’t get a single 

hair on his head wet. Why? 

 

 

 

To submit your answers, complete the form on Google Classroom or follow the link below.  
 

https://forms.gle/fXdpzX8kqAuKBySz9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you find the answers to the above riddles with your Batchwood student? Each entry will be added to a raffle and 
the winner will receive a £10 Amazon voucher! 

Entries are to be uploaded onto Google Classroom or handed in to form tutors by Thursday 9th June 2022. Prizes will be 
sent home Friday 10th June202. By taking part you are agreeing to us announcing you as the winner in the next issue.  

https://forms.gle/fXdpzX8kqAuKBySz9


 

Meet the Staff Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your favourite thing about Batchwood?  
My favourite aspect about Batchwood is the level of kindness 
and thoughtfulness that exists here amongst all pupils and 
staff.  Everybody has been extremely kind to me upon my arrival 
here in September 2021. 
 
What is your hidden talent?  
I'd like to think I am a perfectionist in everything I do and take 
great attention to detail!  I have a very inquisitive mind and like 
to explore; therefore, I travel at least twice a year to different 
countries around the world, learning about different cultures and 
cuisines.  I can cook amazing and authentic Pakistani, Italian and 
Thai dishes. I also am super at playing Badminton! 
  
What is a good day at Batchwood?  
A good day at Batchwood is when seeing students smile when 
they have accomplished they found difficult.  It is all about 
having a positive mindset! 
  
What is the best thing about being Head of Maths?  
This is my nineteenth year working in schools, climbing very 
quickly into roles of leadership.  I am a passionate, strong leader 
with the ability to motivate colleagues and pupils to strive for 
success and achieve to their full potential.  I am at my best when 
leading due to my exceptional organisational skills and wide 
range of experiences. 
  
If you were a student in school for a day, what subject would 
you choose to take part in?  
I was a very able student and was in top sets in all of my subjects 
in high school.  For my optional subjects, I had chosen ICT, Food 
technology and two languages (German and Spanish) as opposed 
to a humanities or an Arts subject.  Therefore, if I were a student 
in school for a day, I would love to take part in DT or Art and 
learning to be creative as I had missed out during my school 
years!  
 
 
 
What is your first childhood memory of school?  
I remember having individual vintage school desks which had an 
ink well hole - you could store all your books and writing 
equipment by lifting up the lid of the desk.  Although, in the 
1990s, using ink had been outdated, I would use the ink well hole 
as a mini bin, placing all my pencil sharpening! 
 

Nausheen Malik – Head of Maths 



 

Clubs  

 Monday 

Key stage 3 Time Table Rock stars – Lunchtime 

Music Tech -3.00pm – 4.00pm  

Music Performance 

 Tuesday 

Key stage 3 Maths Jam – Lunchtime 

 Wednesday 

Football – 2.45pm – 3.45pm (Transport must be arranged by homes. Taxi’s cannot facilitate this) 

 Thursday 

Key Stage 4 Functional skills Maths - Lunchtime 

 Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Important Diary Dates  
 

 May 2022 

12th -  GCSE Starts 
30th-   Half Term 

 June 2022 

6th  -    All students return to school  
13th-   Employability Skills Workshop (Year 10) 
20th -   First Aid With Red Cross (Year 7 and 10) 
21st -   First Aid With Red Cross (Year 8 and 9) 
23rd  -  Year 11 celebration evening 
24th -  GCSE Ends 
28th -      Year 10 mocks 

 July 2022 

4th -   Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu (school closed) 
8th -   Reports will be sent home 
11th -   Learning Review Week 
15th -   End of term trips 
18h -    BatchFest 
19th  -  End of Summer Term  
20th -      Inset school closed to students  
21st -     Inset school closed to students 
22nd -     Inset school closed to students 
 
 
 

For our latest news and updates go to: 

www.batchwood.herts.sch.uk 

 

http://www.batchwood.herts.sch.uk/

