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 I am absolutely delighted to welcome you to the first edition of our new monthly newsletter.  Each month we will take a 
look at what has been happening at school, looking at examples of students learning, hearing what the  school council has 
to say, reviewing events and sports fixtures as well as celebrating student progress and achievements.  We will also be 
signposting future events coming up the next month as well to give you advance notice.  We hope that this monthly 
newsletter will be a very useful media in which to communicate effectively to all our stakeholders all the good and many 
things that go on at Batchwood School. 

As you know, in February, we had our Ofsted inspection and the school has been judged as GOOD.  We are incredibly proud 
of this judgement, but we are not complacent. We have already developed a working plan for the next 4 terms to ensure 
that Batchwood School continues to grow and develop and become an outstanding school in terms of student outcomes 
and its offer. 

Our key focus will be: 

 Aspiration 

 Commitment 

 Expectations 

Aspiration is defined as the act of having motivation.  We want both students and staff to be aspirational for themselves, 
for each other and for the school. 

Commitment is defined as the state or quality of being dedicated to a cause, activity, etc.  We want students and their 
families to be committed to the school and to its ethos & values and we want staff who are committed to go ‘above and 
beyond’ and that we all support each other in this. 

Expectations is defined as a strong belief that something will happen or be the case.  Therefore, we have high expectations 
that students will achieve their potential and expect that students will have high expectations of the staff, and we as staff, 
live up to these expectations 

Here’s to the new era and the next 4 terms. 

 

Jonathan Kemp 

 



 

Attendance Matters 

 

 

At Batchwood School, we want every student to achieve their full potential. We are committed to providing a 
full and rewarding education to all, and encourage our students to strive for excellence. Research has shown that 
regular attendance and good punctuality are crucial factors in this success.  

We want to work in partnership with parents and carers and need your full support in ensuring that your child 
attends school every day and on time.  

The target attendance figure for Batchwood is 95% which many of our students are currently achieving.  We want 
to reward good attendance and students with 100% attendance receive extra house points each week, and forms 
and houses with the highest attendance will be celebrated during house assemblies.  Each half term, those 
students who achieve 100% attendance will be receive an Amazon voucher and the form with the highest 
attendance each term will rewarded with a school trip. We also have a weekly raffle for 100% attenders to win a 
£5 Amazon voucher. 

Regular attendance is not just a legal requirement, it is vital for pupils to maximise their learning, and achieve full 
potential at school. There are a number of important steps that you can take to ensure your child maintains a 
high level of attendance: 

Ensure your child attends every day, on time, equipped and ready to learn. Students begin school at 8.50 am and 
they should go straight to their tutor group for registration and form time. 

Please telephone the school every day your child is absent due to illness or other reasons. Ensure the school has 
up-to-date addresses and telephone numbers. We will contact you by text or by telephone if your child is absent 
and you have not contacted the school. This ensures that the correct safeguarding procedures are followed and 
truancy is quickly identified. We have a safeguarding responsibility to our students and families and may carry out 
a welfare visit to the home if we do not hear from you.  
If no contact is received regarding the absence, it is recorded as unauthorised. The head teacher is responsible for 
deciding if an absence is authorised or not. We cannot authorise absences for holidays, birthdays, missing taxis or 
being tired.  Extended periods of illness need to be supported by a letter from your GP. 
If you wish to check your child has arrived at school, please contact the school office or Attendance Officer. They 
will inform you if your child has registered. 
Where possible, please try to arrange medical appointments outside of school hours. 
Respond to school communications regarding attendance as soon as you are able.   
Contact your child’s tutor or the attendance lead if you are experiencing difficulty in getting your child into 
school. 
Thank you for working in partnership with us to achieve the highest possible levels of attendance and punctuality 
at Batchwood School. 
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 Home Learning 
 

 

 

Basketball is booming at Batchwood (left). Hair dressing skills being show during 
Alternative Learning (right). 

Batchwood had a visit from Charlie and Casper, a couple of gorgeous therapeutic 
ponies! 

All students at Batchwood are set home learning to complete. Home learning is always 
available to access on Google Classroom. Google Classrooms is easily accessible from your 
students Chromebooks that have been provided by the school. It is important for our 
students to continue their learning at home, so that they are able to practice their newly 
learnt skills helping to embed the learning.  Home learning is set weekly. 



 

Keeping Our School Community 
Safe 
 

Do you know what your child/children are posting online?  If the answer is no, then we encourage you to ask them to 
show you their social media activity and to monitor this regularly.  Quite often, our children are either facing difficulty 
online or they could also be causing difficulties for others.  It is really important to have regular conversations with your 
child about their online activity in order to keep them safe. If you would like to report harmful content, please follow the 
link below. 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/ 

This webpage will give you advice on all the various social media sites and how to report harmful content. We would also 
encourage you to check your child’s security settings on all their social media accounts and ensure it is set at the highest 
level possible. If you are interested in further advice on the different social media sites, please follow this link: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides 

Pupils are not allowed to take any photos or videos on school site of any pupil or member of staff. We have a responsibility 
to keep our whole school community safe and will address any matter raised to us swiftly and act accordingly. 

Sporting Achievements  
 

Two teams from Key Stage 3 competed in a football tournament before the Easter holiday.  It was a great day had by 
staff and students. Even though we did not make it to the Final, at Batchwood we are proud of the passion, belief and 
courage our 14 young sportsmen had shown, for both teams to make it to the Semi-Finals! 

Year 7 and 8: Won 2, Draw 2 and Lost 1 

Year 9: Won 2, Draw 2 and Lost 1 

 

 

Reading For Pleasure 
 

 

 

 

Well done to 8C who logged the most minutes on Myon, our online 
reading site, last half term! Myon can be accessed at home and 
recommends books individually, based on interests and reading 
ages. Myon has the option for books to be read to the students too, 
if they would prefer! Why not log in and read, or even listen to a 
book together? 
 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides


 
 

School Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Work 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Student Council is made up of students from each of the year groups and we hold a meeting every half 
term. During Spring Half term, the student council spoke about future trip ideas that school could go on 
including; escape rooms, theatre trips, paintballing and touring different football stadiums. They also 
spoke about how we could give more money to support different charities by holding Bake Sales, donating 
items like clothes or toys or competing in sponsored events. 

The Student Council also put forward their thoughts on the school, and where they think we have 
improved. The students thought that there is more choice at lunch times and more staff around the school 
to help students in need, and to help improve the social times in school. 

 

Easter Spring 
Hair by a 
talented year 10 
student in her 
GCSE lesson. 5 
house points for 
being featured! 

Fun Fact! 
This year has seen many structural changes around the school. We have added 2 
new external classrooms and conference rooms, along with a brand new path, that 
connects the front and back of the school. We have also had an Astroturf fitted for 
our PE and sporting sessions. 



 

Family Time  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Did you know the month of April hosts William Shakespeare’s birthday? Shakespeare was born on April 23rd  1564. To 
celebrate this at Batchwood, each of our Word of the Week choices are words created by Shakespeare! Can you 
complete the crossword featuring some of the words invented by Shakespeare with your Batchwood student? Each 
entry will be added to a raffle and the winner will receive a £10 Amazon voucher! 

Entries are to be uploaded onto Google Classroom or handed in to form tutors by Thursday  May 12th. Prizes will be 
sent home Friday 13th May. By taking part, you are agreeing to us announcing you as the winner in the next issue.  



 

Meet The Staff Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What is your favourite thing about Batchwood? 
My favourite thing about Batchwood is the togetherness of 
the school. Everyone striving together to reach their goals.  
 

What is your hidden talent? 
Having feet smaller than some of the year 7’s 
 

What is a good day at Batchwood? 
A good day at school is when you can feel the positivity 
around and everyone has a smile on their faces.  
 

What is the best thing about being a PE Teaching 
Assistant? 
The best thing about being a Teaching Assistant in PE is 
that I can work closely with the children and help them 
reach their potential in lessons. 
 

If you were a student in school for a day, what 
subject would you choose to take part in? 
I would choose Forest School because when I have been a 
TA in these lessons it is always fun, practical and 
interesting. It would also help me learn something new and 
I love marshmallows. 

 
What is your first childhood memory of school? 
My first memory of school, is when I was in Nursery having 
joined late because I broke my leg. My now best friend told 
me to go into the bike shed even though we were not 
allowed to. I went in and got told off and he laughed and I 
laughed and we became best friends from that moment.  
 

Adam Kemp – PE Teaching Assistant 



 

Clubs  
 

 Monday 

Key stage 3 Time Table Rock stars – Lunchtime 

Music Tech -3.00pm – 4.00pm (Transport must be arranged by home. Taxi’s cannot facilitate 
this) 

Music Performance – 3.00pm -4.00pm (Transport must be arranged by home. Taxi’s cannot 
facilitate this) 

 

 Tuesday 

Key stage 3 Maths Jam – Lunchtime 

 

 Wednesday 

Football – 2.45pm – 3.45pm (Transport must be arranged by home. Taxi’s cannot facilitate 
this) 

 

 Thursday 

Key Stage 4 Functional Skills Maths - Lunchtime 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Important Diary Dates  
 

 May 2022 

2nd  -   Bank Holiday 
3rd-   Contraception workshop (Year 9,10,11) 
5th -   Polling Day (Year 11 in only) 
9th -  Mental Health Awareness Week  
11th -   Drugs and alcohol workshoop (Year 9 and 10) 
12th -  GCSE Starts 
30th-   Half Term 
 

 June 2022 

6th  -    All Students return to school  
13th-   Employability skills workshop (Year 10) 
20th -   First aid workshop (year 7 and 10) 
21st -   First aid workshop (year 8 and 9) 
23rd  -   Year 11 celebration evening 
24th -  GCSE Ends 
28th -      Year 10 mocks 
 

 July 2022 

8th –   End of Year Reports out 
11th -   Learning Review Week 
18th -             Batchfest 
19th  -   End of Summer Term  
20th -      Inset school closed to students  
21st -     Inset school closed to students 
22nd -     Inset school closed to students 
 

For our latest news and updates go to: 

www.batchwood.herts.sch.uk 

 

http://www.batchwood.herts.sch.uk/

